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| Culture Sulch: How g house from one of Dallas’ most influentizl artistic enclaves escaped destruction
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Reversal of misfortune

by RICK BERETTELL | phomgraphs by el COULTER

Calture Qulch — the pairing of those words so utterly Tezan — & high conjoined wath low, intermatioralaith regionsl, wansoen dent sath valgar, 1t was the

tongue-in-cheek nickname for four medest med ernist homes grouped amownd s small pord just north of Lovers Lane in Priversity Park, in the 3800 block

suburiban pastorsle. Looking mudh like & Japanese village ar an esrby subur by Frank Lloyd Wright. Culture Golch was an easy walk from Southem

Mzthodist University ard a short drive or tram ride to cowntowen.



Une of iese houses was built for Jerry Bywaters, a legend In the Dallas art scene, S3arn 5075906 19 Pars, 124as, inwo a prospercus family, Swawaters movec
to Dalas in 1915 and went nn to pecome the longest sendng director of the Jallas Museum nf Sine &ts, tae art critic for Tae [alas Moening Mews, a
professorof artanc a1 hlstory a7 50 and a longtime rustee of Ehe Cugens MeDermott Rouncat on — mastly &l 8t the same time and For most of h's
werking ife. Hewas a 3o 8 aracticing artist unzil bis death in 1525, Bywate s com pleted his degiee at SMU Tn 1926, folowed by a lengthy soucy tou - of
Curape, ane In 1925, the 7a’, s<dnay, soft-spoken yet stubacrn Texan rem-ned 1 33 las and bu bt hirself & stuclo onthe top of the highest bIoff in
Bluffoew. He askec his friend O°Nedl Ford, who went onoo become the greatest Texas arcnizect 0F the mid-20th century but was ten Just stating out, oo
disgn it T twio men asd Ford's brother, Lynn Ford. ouilt <he stucio 2o bouse o sacheler painzos inowshat seas essentia by asingle arick oom, tee storics
hig=, with a loft, a porchand a commancimg wew. The next year, Jywaters proposed to the love of his e Mary McLarry of Highland 2a-k. They were
married that Nowvember ot Hignland Park Presbyterian Church and shotly a%e- starec afamily. I anticipation of this, Pord hac been called in aga'n.
taskec with designiag and bullding a hur-ble new house that recalled te eacllestdwellings of bothf-ee Ger=a- 1exans aad rural Mew -ngladers —a

piemeers house Sor ierate people — next to e studio. Tragiealby, kot were cestrayved 7 2202 to buile a [a9ge and 2eausifu’ neemaodesnist house by

Lake-=lato Arcaitects of San Avtonio, both principals wao started <heir caseers in Ford™s studio.
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Al the Culture Guldh houses were modern. The Bywaters and Tinkle residences were oy Ford (with his partrer Scott Lyons as the superdsing architect

because Ford was mosthy in 2an Antania in the late '40s) 2nd the Bearden hause was by one of Ford's prrcipals, Arch Swank. All three were made of brick
and wood, all were one story and all were remarksbby simple and basic. The fourth house, 2 mare expensive anc elsborate cwelling 2 oross the pond on

Lovers Lane, designed by England-bam mocerrizt Tedd Dale, was built for Chapman, rot onby 2 physician but a professor and scholar of Lord Byran.



The spring<ec pond that feed s into nearioy Turtle Creek was ot once a swimiming pool, a fishing hole and a reflecting pocl for the neighborhocd., The kids

would go badk and forth in b oats and play on a tiny island in the water — water that flowed like the conversations that flowed among the bouses.
Al undant fish and turtles discoursged mosguitoes, and the Gy neigh barbiood delighted in the cool oreezes from the pond. All the parents had wonderful
books, good collections of recardings, beautiful pairtings by eadh ather on their walls, and collections of artifacts from Mexico and Asia amid the

mademist furnibure

id the Texans. The work and thoughts of Cubure Sulch residents macde for many of the most compelling is=ues of Southwest



Reweow, Texas mast impartant literary and artistic journal, alive and kicking today.

In 2005, the Eywaters house was purchazed from the estate of the pairter's son. Lovinghy restared, reimagined ard enlargzd by the Dallas firm
Bodror+Fruit, it is now the home of a prominent Callas physician, Rie Dallas-bom wife 2nd their czughters. It 5 publizhed here for the first time since its
evolution, so that lovers of the most endudng trend in regional modernismn in Texas — that of Fored for the Bywaters family projects — can see how the

simmple spaces created two Zenerations 320 have heen given new life without 2oy loss of tharvactsr.

Wouldr't all of this be a little intimicating to s resw buyver? Moving into a place of oeativity — part of 2 regional artz powerhouse — i=n't for the fairt of
heart. Wishing to enlarge the house so that its kitchen, bathrooms and bedrooms, more thar adeguate at mid-last centary, would work for today's living
leawes a lot 2t risk. The cwners chase their desigrer and architect wiseky. Mil Bodron and Svend Fruit have expertly updated notzsile Dallas houses by
Howard Meyer, Harwell Hamilton Harris, Bud Opglesby, Philip Johnson and others, seamlesshy fithing new spaces and matenalk into important

architectural works.

For this house, Forc designed a large, diagonally placed screened parch for year-round use, inan era in which cectral air concdidoning was not as
ubiguitous as it is today. He had also designed a second story, if the Bywaterses or & future purchaser wanted to enlargs the bouse, Most of the interiorn
walls in the main spaces were unpainted brids, like the outside, which is hardly neutral or uncitrusive far today's sensibilities. Bodron worked on sl
aspects of the imercr, and Fruit acapted the architecture and desigred a subtle additicn, with the family being irvohed n every cecision about design
proportion, materal and ciojects. tripping the Fouse to its core — and replacing the soreened wall with subth mullioned glass, inserting new systems of

pawer and HYAC, designing new cshinets, updating lighting and choosing furniture for the intimate sczle of the spaces — made it more honest and

BXPrESSive.

A5 we enter the wholly reraovated space, the first thing we see B a beautiful watercolor landscape of Santa Fe 2t sunset, painter By Jerry Bywatars in 7940,
It is perfectly hung oin 2 plvwand cabinet that lighthy floats betavesn owo brics elements of Fore's desizn. This evidence of loving respett, announced 5o
prominenthy, is consistently expressed thraughout the house, DUt & respect withaut 2 slavish desire tooreplicate 2 aspects of this modest residence. The
mEster-tedroom adoition is on the same level 25 the main kause, pushing i antn the land nearer the pone ant wsing the same ceiling height and
netailing a= the originzl, but separated wirh inset 2255 and clzd inwond to arknewlenge its newness, This goes agzinst the idea of Ford's suggestedd

serond stary, but allows the house t retain the charzrenistic horizontzlity of the first Culfure Guich houses in the face of the two-story, wertically



proportioned, historicist Pomes that are sprouting up in the surraunding neighborhood,

Concurrently, Dallas has settled comfortably int 15 rele as major international ars capital, How proud the men, women and children of midoentury

Culture Gulch would be with the newlound authaority they did 50 much to foster, Imagine that, when Culture Guich was in its prime, there was no

Meadows, no Nasher, no Crow, no Arts District, no Amen Carter, no Kimbell. The success of the Bywaters house renovation has made it all the more tragic

that Ford's equally poetic house for Mara and Lon Tinkle, across the pond, was torn dewn in 2013 in the name of progress — and a 7.100-square-foot, six-

bedroom house. Two steps forwand, one step Dack. But here, the very spifit of Bywaters, and that of Cutture Guich, nas been blissfully reignited.

RICK BRAETTELL iz #fvar art critic for The Dalas Morning News and Hw M.‘I‘l‘F.NI"f MecDermmoit ;fr.'.f:'f.l&"r.lr.'n':ln’! chairman ol art e aesihetc studies &t Hhe

Uimiversity of Texas at Dalias. He is & former divector of the Dalas Museowm of Art
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